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Tower of Power still what's hip at 30

urning 30 isn’t always the

greatest. Take my big day, for

example: | had to work, despite
having a fever, and when [ went to
sleep that night the bed felt like it
was spinning — that was because of
the fever, not
any weird cele-
hratory suh-

“Oh my God,
can’t blame my
failures on me
being in my 20s
any longer” re-
alizations.

Its got to be
worse in the. re-
cord husiness,
Aging grace-

fully is nearly |mpoﬁ|b€e for music
; grml%l The Beach Boys, anyone?
ower of Power turned 30 this
year in terrific style. The finest funk
band Oakland ever produced re-
cently issued two albums to mark
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the occasion. Both of them prove
that these guys are years away from
any midlife mmFy sessions.

First up is Soul Faccinaiton:
Tower of Power Live, which delivers
everything the title says. TOP is
known as a concert band, with its
five-man horn section that creates a
blistering wall of sound. The album
captures that succinctly, as the guys
plow through a number of classic
tracks and newer originals.

Current lead singer Brent Carter
doesn't approach the graceful soul
of former TOPster Lenmy Williams,
but he's got a loose, ingratiating
style. And few things can equal the
sheer joy of hearing bearish founder
Emilio Castillo run the guys
through the wise and witty Diggin’
on James Brown.

Castillo lives in the Valley these
days. He’s interviewed in depth,
along with “Funky Doctor” Stephen
Kupka and other TOP members past
and present, for the liner notes of
the superb Whar Is Hip? The Tower
qfﬂawﬁnr.&afqg.u Coming from

Tower-of Powe!

the eternally cool folks at Rhino,
this does the band proud. The book=
let is 51 pages, painstakingly re-
searched and beautifully illustrated.
This gathers stuff from
phase in the band's carger, with ma-
terial from each label the group re-
corded for. The hits are here, of
course, in the forms of the seblime
You e Still A Young Man, the ach-
ing So Very Hard to Go and the title
song, pe:lups the most bumping
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. Emilio Gastillo: TOP founder maved from Les Angeles to Scottsdale five years ago.

Like any projeet of its ki
What Is Hip? uncarths some ra
heard gems. There's Credir, which
comes from the barely released
Power album, and Simple As That, a
smooth R&B ballad later covered by
H;w:r Lewis & iﬂ]}?ﬁ (speaking
of groups aging E

Tower of Power is eternally
youthful, as members come and o
with regularity. It was never driven
by personality; it was driven by the
concept of soul. That's what it exists
as today: A big, brassy soul band
that will always be cool. “What's
hip today might become passe™
goes a line from the classic Cas-
tillo/Kupka/David Garibaldi song.
It’s something Tower of Power never
has to worry about.

Happy birthday, guys.
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